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A Short Account of the 88 of Gonna there : 
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1 
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HE commotions at Madras in the year 1776, the diſpoſſefſing 

Lord Pigot of the government of that place, and the condu& 

of the Eaſt-India Company in reſtoring the province of Tanjore to the 

Rajah they had affiſted in removing, have given riſe to ſo many publi- 

eations, that there remains but little probability of my ET new 1 
offered on the ſubject. | 5 


One queſtion, however, in this difpute has been but little attended re”: 
to, or ſtands ſo involved in political diſquiſitions and the mutual accus 
fations of the contending parties, as to be little underſtood... | 


It is the queſtion of right ariſing between the Preſident, or Gover- 
nor, and the Council appointed with him to manage the affairs of the: 
Company; no other branch of theſe diſputes, is here meant to be 
examined. 


I is A 3 to be regretted, that the Ts of 8 1 the 
date of cheſe tranſactions firſt came before them, did not at once 
1 give 


W409. 
give a defigition of the powers meant to be entruſted to the parties, 


and draw the attention of the Proprietors to this ſtate 'of the queſtion, 
as the deciſion of this point decided every other. 


In the conſideration of this conſtitutional queſtion, nothing perſonal, 
ere foreign to the queſtion of right, is meant to be offered. But 


it is neceſſary, before any thing further is ſaid upon it, to relate the | 
facts which gave riſe to the-diſpute. 


F 2 Win 


5 In the year | 1773, the Nabob of Arcot perſuaded the Eaſt-India 
Company's Servants at Madras to aſſiſt him in the reduction of the 
neighbouring fort ad rr of Tanjore. if 


In 1775, the DireQors king this affair and its ſuppoſed conſe- 
quences into conſideration, determined to remove the then Governor, 
| as Lord Pigot was ſent out to ſucceed. him, 35 


A Abe 3 infiruQions-to this new Government, or, more pro- 
perly ſpeaking, to this new Preſident and Council, had two principal 

objects in view—the reſtoration of Tanjore to the dominion of the 
Rajah, under certain conditions —and the eſtabliſhment of a Committee 
of Circuit, to viſit and examine into the nature and management of 
their different revenues ander that ROO 


The Commitee of Gireuit 1 was not to to proceed on buſineſs un the 
"_ of Oe was ag 


he Nibob e | pies injuſtice—the breach of faith, as 
he called it—of diſpoſſeſſing him of Tanjore. He would upon no ac- 
cqunt give his conſent to the Company's re-eſtabliſhing the Rajah, but 
did not e to their garriſoning the fort with their own tr roops. 
8 « Take 


7 5 1 1 


* Take (6g he) dhe kingdom of anjore under. your, own. m 
« .—garriſon . the  forts—keep your army there—ſhare the.revenues of - 
ec the country leave me in poſſeſſion in name only, .becauſe it pre- 
& ſerves my honour and character.“ In conformity to this declaration, Eo 
he never attempted" to reſiſt e err force, yy be con- E 
ee . een Gln and | 4 


- 


„ 


4 eine eee 
The Company's orders for the refiorntions were wicked! as poſnive þ 
and the conduct of the Nabob naturally ſuggeſting doubts of his ob- 
ſtructing the execution of them, Lord Pigot thought it neceſfary tha 
ſome perſons of conſequence ſhould be. preſent at putting the Rajah in 1 
poſſeſſion of the government of the country, and propoſed that he him- > 
ſelf ſhould be ſent there, and have liberty to take along with him ſuch. 
other of the Company's Servants, civil or military, as he judged pro- 


per. The Council acquieſced, and veſted; him, while on een | 17 
with all pare civil as well as militar r. 7 e 


This was not 1 without eee in «bi ad e 
particular attention for two reaſons; firſt, becauſe it ſhewa the Opinjꝓjů'-t; 
Lord Pigot then entertained of the powers of the Council; and nent, Net, 


that Fn then OY but a had r —— them. 


14. 2 £ gutt in 1 
"Ti | Pigor $ W . 4e his lay at Tavjore, a0 not give uni- 
verſal ſatis faction. oi 


* ' Ns” 
An officer of Dragoons, 3 in his Lordſhip” 7 kite, had, according to 1 
che ſpirit, but not according to the letter, of an order he had received 
from his Lordſhip, entered the Nabob's country and brought off one 
of his principal officers a priſoner to Tanjore. The Nabob made bit= 
ter complaints of this outrage to the Council at Madras, and not find- 


ing redreſs there, to the Governor General and Council at Bengel. 3 


— 


10 May, 


1776. 


3 June, 


47 June. 


(6) 


66 Uhr Vieo! id rde e de Gücü Dobel & ink dr Mee 5 
ard High caſt ot birth, to be flogged on the . parade WIE, 
eee eee 1 1 


161 41123 


n. pot theRejab. in polſeſion bs of the Gene HAY 
him alſo immediate poſſeſſion of the crop upon the ground, without re- 
gard to the Nabob's claims for the expence he had been at in ſowing it; 
the money for which had been lent him by Mr. Benfield, a tranſaction 
as natural ant ode ak as common, as it is in this for a man to take 


up! mo . 


"oe r "Robert Fletcher too made W epi aut his Lotdihip 
had exerciſed authority over the army, as if be had been Commander 
in Chief. th 


Arnie; e yoo pf ippradiies JUDI by the, 
| Council on his Lordſhip's conduct at Tanjore, ſeem to have left a 


AVER of Rm in the minds of ſeveral of the members. 


ge 3 a ee as 


that ſoon followed his Lordſhip's return to Madras, yet they muſt 


have been conſiderable, as about a month after, the Nabob is 
found claiming the protection of Sir Edward Hughes againſt the 
vidlences hie Lordſhip threatened / him with, and had monly put in 


execution. 


| Lord Pigot admitted, i in his reply to Sir Edward Hughes, that he 


had mentioned to the Nabob a deſign he had formed of placing a guard 
' at his. palace, to ſeize ſuch Europeans as deſired admittance to his 
Preſence, but denied any intention of violence againſt his e Ss 


perſon. 


n 


Lord Pigot ſeems to have conſidered the Nabob's Kn protettion 


From the King's Squadron as very diſreſpectful to himſelf; and in 


8 5 conſequence, 


47). 


conlequegee, moved, three relplutions-. in — That ren N 
ol it was to create animoſity: between che Members: of .the Company's 


Government That thus circumſtanced, it was indecent, improper, 


and contrary to the orders of the Company, to bold correſpondence of * 


any kind with the Nabob or his ſons—— That he ſhould be deſired to 


remove from Madras, and reſide at Arcat—The-two-firitreſghutions 


were carried by his Lordſhip's caſting vote ; the latter mos thrown 
Out. aye dos A erties 


* diſputes concerning che Nabob were not fully-adjuſted,. when 
Mr. Benſield's claim. on the Tanjore crop was brought on aznew, and 
1 Council refuſed to confirm hy e before nt on this 


0 , 6 
affair. " — , - N 1 
> = 
= . . * 
18 , i © n „ *2 * 


ne „ 111 z D 074 nnn 
a majority of Council againſt him, brought forward claims of excluſive 
authority as Preſident, which were anſwered by minutes -and proteſts 
againſt his arbitrary maxims. Diſputes followed diſputes, upon the 
ſame grounds, but upon different ſubjeQs, and afforded (a ſcene of 
conſtant altercation, until his Lordſhip abſolutely refuſed to put the 
queſtion for Colonel Stuart to take upon him the command of Tanjore, 


« unleſs (for he tacked a condition to the refuſal) Mr. Ruſfel was 


G * allowed eo our: ing eee 


— debates; Lord Pixot: lhrwd the  flioting 
0 "0" "ANY Oe 0 NY 


"That the Preſident. can EOF «any queſtion denz mored at © the 
Board, WONT OO ir: 


. © « 
4 # 4.4 
© 


, 
* ü 


19 Auguſt. 


8 * 9 
8 1 11 
3.4 ” 


ts) 
„rde the Profident eas phe any y queſtion he approves of, though the 
nene eee „ e 


| Thatthe 149119 near ques God obe plats. | 
„ BH ai dun wp 33 
\ That the Preſident 's concurrence is nn to make an Ack of 


Council valid; conſequently he has a Mey en all- their n 
8 


q That the neceſſity of Udcutiſiinces may be ſuch as to render ae 
en for the Prefident to counteract the ue of dis Council. 


His Lordſhip founded theſe Saline. upon {the 3 of che Commils 


ſion of Government, and upon the cuſtom and Rey of all he Go- N 


vernors a the Ray" 8 Settlements in old \nanitent; 


The ee founded their denial of theſe claims of the Preſident's 
authority over them upon the words of the Commiſſion of Government, 
gianting to the Majority of che Preſident and. Council full power and 
rn © 3 6 F redete agb 03 


Wbere two different parties 8 to have the right, of 8 


ment, one of them muſt ſoon prevail. It is ſurpriſing in this caſe, that 


it did not come ſooner to a concluſion. All buſineſs had been at a ſtand 
ſor three days, owing to the Preſident's refuſing to put the queſtion 
ordered by the Majority, The Council was afraid of the conſequences 
of urging their authority, and agreed to adjourn from day to day. 
At laſt the Majority finding the Preſident determined in his conduct, 
came'to the reſolution in the Council-room of writing an order to the 
Secretary, to ſign, by order of Council, the inſtructions for Colonel 
Stuart, and a letter for Colonel Harper to deliver up the command of 


| dee to him. 


This 


Toy 


und before ny. ofthe eee de oy Lad BR START the 
Paper, and at the ſame time inſtantly produced From his pocket'a writ- 


ith; H ) 4 J 


ten charge againſt "the two Gentlemen that had fig used ir, öf ming 


been thereby go of an a& ſubverſive of government. A queſtion uf 


adjournment \ was then moved by the' Majority,” but Lord Pigot pùt the 


queſtion of ſuſpen fion upon  Meſſts, Stratton ünd Brooke; not My, 


but jointly, and ordered the Secretary to take neither of their. yo 


of 8 * © * 4 K * * 2 bd 9 eee PS N n * 
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on it; whereby, and with the aſliſtanee , of his, can ,cafling row, x] 


Hs: declared aheduſpenion carried. 1990 with. 


10 moral Sec 


The Majority. aſſerted the nullity of "this ſuſpedfioh; Auch Bb | 
who were ſummoned the next day t to Council, iniftead of atteviding' it, 


ſent a proteſt by the hands af a Notary; Public. to. the reſident, and to 


the Members, who, adhered to him-—It charged his Lonthip with offer- 


ing an unexampled outrage to the conſtitution, and with arbitrary be- 


haviour to two Members of the Council, whom he had attempted 

* trick * to deprive of their ſeats at the Board, and rank i in the ſervice 
and aſſerted their right, authority, and claim to the Gobernment of the 
ſettlement as a Majority of 'Council. —This 'proteſt was laid by his 
Lordſhip before that part of the Council that obeyed his ſummons , but 

no further notice was taken of it; ; upon which the Majority publited 


it to the Settlement. in le woug 


The ee of their cleimd being x made Pons to Lord Five | 
and thoſe who adhered to him, they met in the Council Room, "and 


"nn letters of in eas kt thoſe who had wum 


The e in Chief, Six. Robert Fletcher, being a one 42 them, 


was ordered in arreſt, to be win by a court martial, for r cndeayouring 


5. 


© This exprefiion was made aſe of, as Lord Net dit cep tab is hat Stratton), cht e 
order to the Secretary ſhould be wrote, and on ſeeing it declared his approbation of it, before 
either Mr. Stratton or Mr. Brooke ſigned nl At this time, it es 1 had the 


r | n nee Warr wh. . LOO 
* * 
; to 
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The Majority, upon receipt of their letters of fafpenfion, and being | 
-pequainted. with the directions for bringing Sir Robert Fletcher to trial 
for his life; iſſued. counter orders to Colonel Stuart, charging him to | 
@rroſt the Preſident, who had overturned, all law and government. 


Colonel Stöatt, neceifitated to <hoofe between khe contondiag per- 
des, thought it” his Auty to obey the Majority of the Coumsil.— In con- 
ſequence therefore of the orders he received from them, he urreſtaũ | 
Lord Figot; and Mr. Stratton, being next in Council, was immediately 
proclaimed Prefident of the Council, and Governor of Fort 8. George. 


"as ben ai dle * Maority bad Pele of be ſeat of Government, © 
hey, th burn, Mipended ie Members ef the "Minority of Council, 

Tor hu Mag ed "4d abetted Lord Pigot minen 8 
Loc, and Libet proceedings. hes | 


- 4 


„ Whoever given any [attention to the facts above related, mill ſee, ; 
#liat;the-whole,of theſe diſputes, when ſtripped of the falſe colours that 5 
inte reſt or / connection have. ſo laviſhly laid on them, muſt, as has been 
'ſaid' above, depend upon the dection af one or two plain and direct 


GE 
. the power of Government veſted i in Fits e ale, o or. in 1a. 


- 


. Aich al the . Foriſhould this Gt 
queſtion t be. decided in favour of the Preſident, the matter is at an 
end the Council ' ſtands condemned.—But ſhould it be determined 
againſt the Preſident, another queſtion will arile· before the Oouneil can 


ae be acquitted: 


| Was. the neceſſity of the caſe "_ ac ji the und and ur- 
dein he Proj and Govern? | 13 8 


. 25 C : 
„ Hb quis at 05 A 
* 


49 ant £3 


1 Lannot Ye ad as the ARR of e 


| * government 12 | 
always been applied to place. the power, which muſt neceſſarily be — 
lodged ſomewhere, in as many different hands as poſſible. Our gwa 1 

FA hiſtory ſufficiently evinces this, without reference to other times; and —_— 
England has always endeavoured to make the.conſlitytion. of her gel- 
nies reſemble that of the mother: country as much as circumitanees = 
would admit,—lt follows from theſe two principles, that the general 
preſumption of right i is in favour of the Mejority of Council againſ} 
the Preſident, in whom, if any excluſive authority, is veſted, it muſt | 


be by ſome particular act or ſtatute which bas not been prodyced, 


Lord pigot carried out with kim two commiſſions, the one civil, the 
other military; the former conftitutes him Preſident and "Governgr of = 
the ſettlement, and nominates à Cotincil to enable him to metiage the - 

| Compatiy's aFairs—This is the beginning and ſtile of the cominifiion. 
—The latter part of it, which recites and defines the power granted, 
never mentions the Prefident's name dee M nga in cy of 


rity of whom all power and en is thereby veſted, | 


1r has been aſſerted, that the Profident ant nah NN; | 
jority—an aſſertion founded merely on the words. Preſident and Conn» 
cil,—The Chancellor, in the Houſe of Lords, muſt be upon the wool- — 
fack—The Speaker of the Houſe of Commons, and the Preſident of _ 
the Privy Council, muſt be in their reſpective chairs before any of cheſe 9 
conftituent parts of Government can paſs à reſolution, or decide 
on any queſtion that comes defore them. But has it ever been heard, . 
that either Chancellor, Speaker, or Lord Preſident, claimed à hega- 
tive over the proceedings of the Aﬀembly in which they reſpectively 


preſide.— The Chairman, or Deputy Chairman, of the Zaſt India Com- 
pany, muſt be preſent to render any act, either of the Directors, or 
of the Proprietors, valid but if either of theſe Gentlemen ome put, 
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or refuſe to put the queſtion, polity — W 


| en contrary to the opinion of the Majority preſent, moſt people 


mo would think any one of theſe ſteps ſufficient reaſon for chuſing a nec 
Chai rat * r Deputy, 'before the 9 of the year for which he 1 way 
elefted. Ae denen e e e gr 
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12 av the arguments made uſe . in perde of the Preſidents claim 


of exduſive power, reſting upon the neceſſity of his preſence, admit- 


ting (though not granting) that to be true, the conſequence by no 
means follows which has been aſſumed, that che Governor being pre- 
ſent, is not bound by the opinion of the Majority. —On the con- 
trary, it is direQly and clearly determined by the ſtanding orders--- 
10 Whatever ſhall be agreed on by the Majority, ſhall be eſteemed the 
” « order by. which each one 18 to act; 57 and accordingly every individual 
«, perſon, even the diſſenters themſelves, are to perform their parts in 


the proſecution thereof; and in ſo doing they do their duty, and 


1 muſt not be blamed . Again, We do ſtrictly enjoin, that all 
«: our affairs be tranſacted in Council, and ordered and managed as the 


* Majority of Council ſhall determine, and not otherwiſe, upon any 
« pretence whatſoever,” &c.——Lord Figot's warmeſt advocates, aware 
of this defect, content themſelves with the aſſertion, without in: a 


fingle og or argument in W of this poſition.” wm 


1 18 very remarkable, that 3 in 0 hal a caſe, 8 eg the gene- 
ral ſpirit of the Company's conſtitution, nor the particular commiſſions 


to individuals, give any room for the Preſident's claim of excluſive 


authority over the Council, it ſhould, notwithſtanding, have been ſo 
often the ſubject of reference to the Court of Directors; | and; it, is the 
more remarkable, as the anſwers from Europe, ſince the revolution, 
and even the explanatory orders ſince ſent - on this affair, have uni- 


formly eruſhed all ſuch. pretenſions, and ging} even. denied the 


Preſident a caſtivg „ it 3s nods; 
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eee ee e Ma not 
1 up much wine. It ig apprebended ho Military. commiſfion/can 
be ſo framed as to ſuperecde a Civil one ; but this one certainly. d, 
not, . fince it *confities the powers given to Fort 8t, Geotgeg and the 
inſtructions that draw the line between the Preſident of the Council, - 
Governor of the Fort, and the Commander in Chief of the Com- 
pany's forces, narrow that power, ſmall as it is, the Governor being 
obliged, f in time of danger, to give OP eee COON 
Fort, to the commander in Cie r eee be va g 
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As to the ſecond queſtion—the. neceſſity of the arreſt. OY RR, 


If the right of Government was in the Majority, it was 2 duty to 
Promulgate it, Lord Pigot's to ſubmit; inſtead of which, he attempted 
to turn them out of the Coun, and ordered the Commander in Chief 
to be tried for his life by a military Court, becauſe” he had aſſer ted the - 
right o of a Majority of Council | in | his civil capacity of Counſellor. 90 
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lowing wenne; are propoſed for ſolution: In2mairo was wut 


Firſt; If the authority of Government, is veſted, in a W of 
Council, and not in the Preſident alone, has not the Majority a better | 
right of ſuſpending the Preſident, than the. Preſident has of ſuſpending 


the Majority ne 


"ans If che preſi dent, inſtead of ubwiting to the voices of a 
Majority, attempts turning them out of the ſeat of Government, by 
what other means can the Majority keep e of their , 


7 


by ſeizing the 2 of the Preſident? ee 105A 908 


Third, When matters of Government come to ſuch extremity, 
Ach party is to bear the blame of the nſeenreerrtly's one who have. 
or the one who has not, a legal right to Government? 


| 1/29" Aeg theſe. — any impartial 1 
abr mt che authority of Government has at all times been veſted 
uin de Majority of Council, or that the Preſident has at any time 
wers man che fehior Metnber of that Council, the clear and explicit 
denen of elle Goveradr Genera 10 e oy e 
ee mo" enen 
TIS IC * 

Boili eee an font; eue official has 0 | 
aa Board, the different claims were maturely weighed, and it was 
unanimouſly decided, that according to the conſtitution of the Com- 
pany's Governmiciit it Madtab, the power 6f Governinent was veſted 
Ow En + | . 


22 "he Cotes 8 xy Connell went Rill further, I in virtue 
af the powers veſted in them by Parliament, not only publiſhed this 
deciſion, but required obedience to it from the ſeveral ſeryants of the 
Eaſt India Company; and at the ſame time recommended to the Com- 
Hind id Onlef vf his Wielt s de is conntananes rr: ö 
the new Government. | i 


| | this Nights P th Majority deing thus RED the means em- 
"0 ployed by them to prevent theft rights em being pong out of theit 
I Range, an never be dee med eritninal. 1 


That reſiſting unlavfal authority is not only roftiible 1 but meri- 
torious, none who acknowledge the preſent happy ſyſtem of govern- 
ment eſtabliſhed in this ifland can deny. For upon this ground teſts 
every Act of State ſince the Revolution. | 


Aud that the Mij6tity '6hly refiſted by comming to exerciſe the 
Powers with Which "they were cohftitutzonally entruſted, does not ad- 
mit of a doubt, The Preſdent us the aggreſſorz by the ſhameful 

wy attempt 
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to effect bis own. arbitrary reſolyes;. « could thoſe, 8 whom the 


1 
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in allowing him to do ſo. When convinced t that nothing could divert 
him from his purpoſe, they then, and not till then, arreſted him. 
And it does very much redound to the honour of the Majority, that 
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e — to govern | 


5 Settlement with.a ſpirit of moderation: that is Ey to he et mich 


in a triumphant party but as the powers they had afſerted ware: their | 
due, they were the leſs aleted hy ſuscals,, and ſes med goly intent go | 


nc u_ and eee W WTO". 


1 1 Ums aba n vob 
Very different was the conduct 8 1 10 Ei : treated 
with every mark of tendernefs and reſpect, lodged in the very kouſe 
which of all others was the moſt acceptable ' to him in India, viſited 
and at liberty to viſit whom and where he pleaſed (in the Fort only 
 excepted),” he male uſe of that liberty, by every means and through 


every channel he could deviſe, to obſtract not only the eburfesf public. | 


juſtice, but by his correſpondence to create feuds and, ; Gifturbances: 
that might have involved our ſettlements in a ruinous war. 
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When he could purſue fuch ace este fuck diſturbances 
under reſtraint, the Majority had juſt reaſon to apprehend he would 


not be leſs active or ſucceſsful: if. ſet at — Here again their 


moderation 


Eaft India Company had entruſted their Government, be vindicated. 5 
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. is conſpicuous; for they entreated him to deſiſt ed 


practices, they offered him every aſſiſtanee of Government to retuxn 
to Europe, or remove to any other of the Company s ſettlements in 
India, exacting only his word of honour not to impede or moleſt 
their Government, before the final determination of their honourable 
Maſters mould arrive from England. This conditi tion he ſullenty re- 
jected; thereby refuſing to comply with the indiſpenſible duty of every 


good, citizen. Does not this vindicate their rg: þ ui under 
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8 ber, for 1 Rogan 2; the Kos” of Council, in removing 
Lord Pigot from the Board, and acting under the next in ſenioti 


If in ſo doing, they have acted unconſtitutionally or . unwarrant- 


"ably, their prudent and ſucceſsful adminiſtration of the public affairs 
will hardly ſereen them from cenſure; yet, with the liberal and 
: unbiaſed, it muſt clearly evince, that, if they have been guilty of any 
miſunderſtanding of the orders under which they acted, they were 
not actuated by any ſiniſter or ſelfiſh moti ves, but by a principle of 
* to their A e and for the * of their country. 


Theſe are the points to be Aiſcuſſed when India ae ſhall e come 4 


under the conſideration. of Parliament; for as to the death of Lord 
Pigot, after what the world has lately heard and ſeen on chat ſubject, 
even brotherly affection would be inexcuſable, in aſcribing that much 
to be ow event in any * to the Members of the Maget, 
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